
WATERSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting of 11 September 2018 

Present: K. Chesney-Bathie (Treasurer); C. Lilly (Website Coordinator); E. Carlin (Int. Tenant); 

B. Lapping (Former Chair) 

Also in Attendance:  A. Crawford; D. Carmichael; J. Carmichael; Cllr. J. Jamieson; PC S. Kerrigan; Cllr. 

S. MacDonald; D. Scott; I. McLaughlin; J. Quigley; F. West; C. Willson; T. Willson; S. Wilson   

Apologies: J. Herriot (Chair); J. Whyte. (Secretary); Cllr. S. Murray 

1. In the absence of chair and vice-chair, subcommittee member J. Carmichael kindly chaired 

the meeting, which began at 7.35pm.  

2. Police report: SK said there had been two incidents in two and a half months: a) a traffic 

incident in which an elderly driver drove straight through the Oxgang roundabout (medical 

reasons); b) a resident was found to have drugs on him and at his home. 

3. Traffic congestion around the turning circle, obstructing vision and causing difficulties for 

buses, was again raised as an issue. SK will speak to traffic wardens. 

4. Incident at shop garden (Saturday night/Sunday morning) mentioned by attendee. Ornaments 

had been smashed and a trail of broken pieces left leading to the Christmas tree at Moss 

Rd/Taig Rd. A metal heron had been stamped on. 

5. Minutes of previous meetings were read, questions asked about progress and updates given. 

6. Drain at Craig Crescent was flooded again. KC-B mailing S. MacD with details.  

7. Discussion re installation of speed bumps on Bankhead Rd and why they weren’t put in when 

the resurfacing work was done. Not all attendees knew about speed bump plan though there 

had been an 18-month consultation period. Reasons for change (traffic crashing into 

house/garden on Waterside Rd opposite junction with Bankhead Rd) explained. There will be 

two sets of bumps. S. MacD will email plans to CL to put on website. 

8. It was commented that, following the resurfacing work on Bankhead Rd, there is still a dip 

that floods, meaning pedestrians get splashed by passing traffic in wet weather. 

9. S. MacD said tenants in house with untidy garden on corner between Cairnview and Back 

O’Dykes Rd should have had one free grass cut by the council, but they haven’t yet had it. 

10. CL reported a resident’s concern about trees not being maintained or topped and debris 

building up behind 3 Alexander Pl (near substation). Resident had been told trees and debris 

would be maintained annually, but this hadn’t happened in 10 years. SMacD said the council 

would only cut trees if they were interfering with telephone lines. He will look into this. 

11. Another resident reported that tree cuttings and debris had been dumped behind Burnbrae, 

causing an unsightly mess. SMacD pointed out that such incidents should be reported to the 

council ASAP when they happened so that those responsible could be made accountable. 

12. Sign at Berryknowe still not done. 

13. Discussion re Heritage Trail and possible path upgrade by the Luggie as well as the difficulty 

posed by unknown ownership of a stretch last recorded as belonging to Thomas Gow in 1940s. 

14. CL reported on possible Coalfields Community Futures (CCF) projects: village improvements 

and beautification; equipment for heritage and oral history recording, pantomime, bat walks, 

events; Waterside publication… SMacD said Arts Council funding usually goes to Bearsden 

projects because no one else applies, and he suggested we should apply for funding for panto 

stage lighting through that. Fun Day to vote on projects on 15 September. 



15. SW mentioned need for a defibrillator in the village, something which by coincidence had also 

been raised by Jackie Brown, a nurse in the village. CL said WCC could apply for £600 of CCF 

funding to supplement potential British Heart Foundation grant. It was agreed to do this. 

16. SM had told WCC members that the meeting at which the 22 ED councillors would vote on 

whether or not to proceed with the ASN plan in Waterside had been delayed as the report on 

the consultation had not yet been published. There will be 5 days’ notice before the meeting, 

and the provost will have a casting vote. Councillors cannot comment on how they intend to 

vote. The meeting will be open to the public; there is space for about 30, who cannot speak, 

in the public gallery. A list of councillors, their contact details and times of surgeries is on the 

ED website if we want to write to them. We can also write to the six list MSPs. WCC is 

preparing a lobbying letter to councillors. 

17. SMacD cautioned that our campaign could appear to be against special needs students (claims 

are already being made about this). If we are to get people onside, we need to make it clear 

this isn’t nimbyism or prejudice. He also thought councillors might be worried about appearing 

to vote against the needs of ASN students. Some councillors might think it pointless to 

generate school unhappiness elsewhere by changing sites, and might decide just to go with 

Waterside for this reason.  

18. It was commented that football teams are expressing great concern about potential loss of 

pitch, especially as 3G alternatives are unaffordable. Evidently the Leisure Trust general 

manager has been raising concerns too. Attendees commented on the loss of amenity the 

school would involve; traffic concerns (and the 27 coaches already leaving the village each 

morning); pollution (to which the children attending the school would be exposed); noise; the 

fact that Waterside only has one irreplaceable and multipurpose park, while there are 

alternative sites for the school. Councillors whose ward includes Auchinairn would be in 

favour of having the school there. 

19. JQ mentioned the desirability of attending councillor surgeries. It was agreed councillors 

would be invited to Waterside. There could be a public hearing if it goes to planning. 

20. JC mentioned the plan for a shipping container to be used for storage by Luggiewatch, WCC 

and Village Events. (Brian Sewell can supply one free.) Residents in Alexander Pl will be asked 

(by Housing) if it could be sited where the old rent office was. However a better site would be 

the Miners Club car park – John Watson, the chair of the Miners Club committee, was asked 

if this might be possible and immediately agreed. Brian Sewell could move the container if 

required. JC wondered whether volunteers might help line the container and kit it out. SMacD 

suggested asking Men’s Shed. JC commented on CL’s role in improving communication with 

Waterside Miners Club. 

21. JC reported on a meeting between David Wright of the Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT), a 

consultant they’d brought on board, Johns Watson and Wilson of the Miners Club committee, 

DC, CL and himself. The plan is now to commission a feasibility study for refurbishment of the 

whole Miners Club with a view to making it a community hub as well as the social club it is 

now. The consultant thought this totally achievable, but it would be a 7-10-year project. She 

thought the Miners Club had huge potential as there’s no other such amenity in this area and 

as the population is increasing with the building of new housing. 

22. JC told of an impressive achievement by 13-year-old Rudy Shannon, whose letter to Tom 

Hunter had won him a £1,000 grant for equipment for Luggiewatch, as well as the status of 

“disruptor”. 

23. It was agreed that JW’s idea of putting details of villager funerals on the noticeboard was a 

good one. 

24. Date of next meeting 9 October.  


